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Literacy in Appalachia

TREVOR JONES/Tribune
Tim Williams prepares for a practice test in the resource center of Coshocton County Adult Basic and Literacy Education. Williams has been in the ABLE
program for close to two years to earn his general equivalency degree.

AGED: One man's plan for
a better future for his family

a
Education

By DAVE SCHAFER
Tribune Staff Writer

COSHOCTON — Two years ago, Tim
Williams was reading at about the eighth-
grade level. Now the 23-year-old is just
weeks away from testing for his general
equivalency degree.

"A lot of times we don't have someone at
that low of a level stick
around. But Tim's not your
regular • student," said Lynn
Jacobs, director of the
Coshocton County Adult
Basic and Literacy Education.

"He's going to get it. Soon-
er or later," Jacobs said about
Williams' GED, about Williams grasping
the concepts before him on a computer
screen, about Williams' goals in life.

"He sees his goal... so he's really been
pushing. He's going to be one of those who
you really feel good about when he gets it."

For Williams, the degree is just the start
of what he wants to do.

Distractions
He grew up in Sarasota. then Port Char-

lotte, Fla. His single mother raised four
children — three boys, Tim is the oldest —
and was, Williams said, overprotective.

Her children weren't allowed to leave
the house often because she feared for
what would happen to her babies and what
they would get involved with, Williams said.
When Williams went to school, it was a
chance for him to socialize, not learn. As he
got older, his mother let him go outside with
his friends, but she set strict limitations on
where he could go and how long he was al-
lowed put.

Her fears proved correct. Eventually,
"city life" got to Williams and he abandoned
his school work altogether. He made it to

"I could be stupid
about the situation,
or I could really try.

I decided to really try."
—- Tim Williams, who is just two

weeks away from testing for his GED

looked up to him, and he wanted to show
them that they can make something of
themselves.

At the time he dropped out of high
school though, he admits, he wasn't the best
role model.

When his girlfriend at the time want-
ed to move to Coshocton in early 2000,
Williams agreed. She had family here, and
Williams said he saw this as an opportunity
to start over, and to get away from the bad
influences in Florida.

"We both came up here with a pretty
good plan," he said.

His plan was to get a job in a fac-
tory, then get his GED and go to college.
Soon after he arrived, he took a job
working second shift at Pretty Products.
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Center offers educational,
literacy services for adults

By DAVE SCHAFER
Tribune Staff Writer

COSHOCTON — Lynn
Jacobs wants to work
himself out of a job.

Jacobs, director of
Coshocton County Adult
Basic and Literacy Edu-
cation (ABLE), wants
everyone in Coshocton
County to have at least a
high school general
equivalency degree
(GED) and the basic edu-
cational skills to compete
in the workforce. Unfor-
tunately, Jacobs fears
that won't happen.

Very few people are
completely illiterate —
less than 5 percent- ac-
cording to Karen
Scheid, executive direc-
tor of the Ohio Literacy
Network, and that num-
ber is decreasing. But a
1993 National Adult Liter-
acy Survey conducted by
the Department of Educa-
tion found 16 percent —
or about 4,266 — of
Coshocton County adults
were at the lowest de-
fined literacy level. In the
survey, adults were de-
fined as people 16 or
older not attending
school. People at level one
literacy can read just a
little, but not well enough
to fill out an application,
read a food label or read
a simple story to a child.

See ABU, Pap 6*

Coshocton County
Adult Basic and

Literacy
Education

Through the use of text-
books and computer soft-
ware,' the Coshocton
County Adult Basic and
Literacy Education (ABLE)
program helps people ob-
tain their general equiva-
lency degrees, re-train for
a new career or just gain
educational skills for living
— such as reading to their
children. The ABLE learn-
ing center features 15 sep-
arate workstations and two
instructors. The program
begins with orientation and
an assessment test. In-
structors then create a les-
son plan for each student.
The student works inde-
pendently, but instructors
are available to help.

The service is free to
adults, and ABLE pays the
cost of the GED test for
those who complete the
ABLE program. In 2001,
ABLE served 179 stu-
dents, 34 of whom earned
a GED. The learning cen-
ter is open 8 a.m. to 7:30
p,m. Monday and Thurs-
day, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday and Wednesday,

For more information,
call Lynn Jacobs at 622-
1020, extension 1885.

Berg

Program
aims to give
all children
an Even Start

By DAVE SCHAFER
Tribune Staff Writer

COSHOCTON — the
Coshocton City Schools Dis-
trict, Job and Family Ser-
vices and Head Start are
trying to give all children an
Even Start toward a produc-
tive future.

Even Start, a new pro-
gram that is a collaboration
between the three entities,
is a family-literacy pro-
gram. It's
designed
to help
p a r e n t s
and their
children
b e c o m e
b e t t e r
readers to-
g e t h e r ,
w h i l e
b u i l d i n g
t h e
parental-offspring bounds.

"Not only are they help-
ing parenting, but they are
giving them the tools to help
their children," said Gina
Ficociello, executive direc-
tor of the Literacy Initiative
of Columbus.

The program, part of the
national Even Start, is fund-
edby a grant from the Ohio
Department of Education.
The four-year grant pro-
vides $154,000 this year for
the program — which is 90
percent of the operating
costs — and then decreases
the amount received in each
of the next three years by
10 percent each year. The
Coshocton Even Start pro-
gram has to re-apply each
year, and therefore has to
prove each year how effec-
tive it's been.

The goal of Even Start is
to help parents become lit-
erate so they can teach their
children to be literate, said
Francle Berg, coordinator
for early childhood/school
improvement for Coshocton
City Schools, who wrote the
grant proposal.

Berg said this program
deals with two issues teach-
ers in a classroom can't ad-
dress: Problems presented
by an individual student's
maternal education and so-
cial-economic status.

There are four compo-
nents to Even Start, which
will be housed in the com-
puter lab at Central Ele-
mentary School

The first part is teaching
adults to read, and obtaining
their general equivalency,
degree if they want. The
second component is early
childhood education for
children up to the age 8.

See EVEN START, PW8 8A












